
     We had glassed so many 

elk and bulls that when my 

binoculars focused on a lone 

dark spot down in the next 

canyon I instantly labeled it 

as a small bull.  But upon 

closer examination, I soon 

realized it was 

a buck, of 

which needed 

a better look 

at.   

     An hour 

later we were 

as close to the 

buck as we 

were going to 

get.  The Le-

upold spotting 

scope gave a 

clear view of 

his size and 

the Leupold 

rangefinder 

hit him at 419 

yards, as he 

was topping the next finger 

ridge.  I had shot about 200 

Nosler rounds through my 

new Tikka T3 Lite from 

Sportsmanõs Warehouse in 

the past couple months and 

knew I needed to hold about 

21 inches high.  After hitting 

him a little low, he tumbled 

about 150 yards downhill 

before breaking off his main-

beam four inches up from 

the base.  Then he continued 

to roll another 100 yards 

before coming to a rest.  On 

the way over to him we stum-

bled across a set of 6-point 

elk sheds before finding the 

buckõs broken mainbeam in 

were to camp.  We knew of one 

spring, but it was very small and 

we needed a backup plan in 

case the spring had completely 

dried up.  The backup plan was 

to pack our own water.  

     The primary goal of opening 

day of buck season was to get 

our supplies to spike camp.  

With our packboards loaded 

down and a general idea of 

where we wanted to end up, we 

headed out at daylight.  Hunting 

was limited, but we did get moti-

vated by spotting a couple de-

cent bucks along the way.  That 

night was cold and the wind 

about blew us off the mountain!     

     The second day of the hunt 

started slowly as daylight re-

vealed no deer, but lots of elk.  

We had bulls bugling all around 

us.   We moved around to sev-

eral vantage points and finally 

found a good location where we 

could sit and glass for awhile.   
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     The 2008 deer season was 

a much anticipated hunt for  

Troy, Royce and myself.  For 

quite a few years now we had 

buck hunted one large drain-

age with decent success.  This 

year we were branching out 

and going to 

hunt some other 

drainages which 

were deeper 

into the back 

country. This 

hunt would re-

quire a good 

plan for camp-

ing in the back 

country without 

the aid of horses 

or mules.  As 

such, we had to 

eliminate all 

unnecessary 

weight.   

     After ten 

hours of driving,  

an overnight camp out along 

the way, and a day and a half 

after departure, we arrived at 

the location that we would 

make base camp.  The  

weather was cool and drizzly.  It 

was perfect buck hunting 

weather. 

     After setting up base camp, 

we started preparing for the 

first day of our back country 

hunt.  We had been preparing 

for this moment for several 

months now, but we soon 

found that our packboards 

were heavier than we expected!    

A large downfall in our plan was 

that we had not located a good 

water source near where we 
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one piece!   

     After spending the rest of the day packing my buck out to spike 

camp as well as several more elk sheds, we found ourselves al-

ready low on water.  

The spring that we 

knew of prior to our 

departure was even 

worse than we last 

remembered; a drip 

every 5 seconds or 

so.   

     That night we 

boiled what little 

water we had gath-

ered from the spring 

that day.  Our enter-

tainment for the 

evening was boiling water in a small plastic container over the 

campfire, and yep, it is doable, but the trick is getting the boiling 

water out of the fire without burning your hand!  It was evident that 

we would be headed back to base camp the next day for more wa-

ter. 

     We slept hard that night and woke to 

rain and wind.  Another great day for 

hunting as we were going to make our 

trek back to base camp.  Loaded down 

with meat, about 10 elk sheds, and 

other supplies, we joked about what we 

would do if we had two more bucks to 

pack out of this country.  Little did we 

know, this was soon going to be reality. 

     About midway into our hike, we 

topped a finger ridge and Royce looked 

over his left shoulder and spotted a cou-

ple animals.  There were two bucks feed-

ing away from us about 200 yards out!  All of our gear was buried 

in our packs, and we were totally caught off guard.  I was digging 

for the rangefinder, and Royce and Troy were scrambling to get a 

good rest and a better size up.  After a quick size up and some 

more fumbling around, the bucks got wary and started increasing 

the distance between us, going out another 200 yards before stop-

ping again.  I never did locate the rangefinder, so Royce and Troy 

were on their own.        

     Boom!  One buck dropped like a sack of potatoes as Royceõs 

bullet was dead on.  The other buck took off running away from us, 

when Troyõs gun blasted my right ear and in a split second the buck 

vanished.  Had he slipped behind the rock ledge?  It was a tough 

shot and I thought for sure he had missed, but the binoculars soon 

revealed a downed buck barely visible just above the rock ledge.  

Troy had dropped him in his tracks.  Wet and cold we all looked at 

each other and couldnõt believe what had just happened.  What 

were we going to do now?  We had no room for more meat and 

dark was going to set in before we knew it.   

     We had no choice, but to switch gears and take care of these 

bucks, but we knew we had to be quick about it.  We dropped our 

packs and made the hike over to the next finger ridge where we 

skinned, gutted and split the chest cavities on both bucks.  The 

weather was cool enough that the meat would be fine until the next 

day.  But that meant that we had to get back to base camp and 

then turn around and head back the very next day!  Little did we 

know, a lot of luck was about to land in our favor that night.   

     Cold, tired and sweaty we arrived at base camp about 8pm that 

night, to find someone else in our camp.  Well, as it turns out, it 

was some of our friends that werenõt supposed to show up until 
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later on!  Their camp was just down the way from ours and they 

had just come up to see if we were around.  Boy were we happy to 

see them!  They also had plans to hunt the back county, but they 

came better prepared than us; they had mules at their camp! 

     Sitting around the wood stove we told our friends about the 

events that took place over the 

past few days.  Without hesita-

tion they offered up a couple 

mules to help us get the remain-

ing two bucks out of the back 

country.  We were set on doing it 

ourselves, but the situation was 

perfect as they were not going to 

pack in for another day, which 

would give us one day to pack.  

Our legs instantly felt better! 

     The next day we loaded up 

the mules and set out to get our 

other two bucks.  It was a per-

fect day.  The weather was warmer and the rain was gone.  We had 

no weight on our backs.  Our tags were filled.  We had plenty of 

water.  And to top it off, we were back to base 

camp with both bucks before dark! 

     Our initial plans were to stay all week, so we 

were in no hurry to leave deer camp.  Over the 

next several days we managed to find lots of 

entertainment from an axe throwing contest to 

building a bear and cougar trap!  Yep, thatõs 

right we had a bear and cougar visiting our 

meat pole in camp.   

     Three nights in a 

row (some nights mul-

tiple times) and one 

morning at daylight we 

were woke up by a 

cougar screeching 

very near/in camp.   

After some of the 

meat from the meat 

pole disappeared and 

after catching a bear 

standing underneath 

our meat pole, we 

decided to build a òsecurity systemó that would wake us if any 

more meat was stolen.  The security system consisted of pop cans 

with rocks in them hanging off the meat with baling twine.  Unfortu-

nately (or fortunately) we never got to see if the system worked, as 

the meat pole was never bothered again.   

     We left deer camp on Friday, headed back to reality, with a 

pickup full of meat and antlers.  Most importantly though, we put a 

lot of great memo-

ries in the bank on 

this trip!   

     We would like 

to thank our spon-

sors for helping 

make this a suc-

cessful and memo-

rable trip! 
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able to relive the moment that you laid your eyes on a 

particular antler each time you bring it up.  A second 

benefit of using this method is it trains you to get your 

camera out and start taking pictures instead of running 

over and snapping it up off the ground before capturing 

it within itõs natural element. 
 

Standing Close 

     The ôstanding within clear viewõ picture.  This will nor-

mally be the second pic-

ture to take in a se-

quence (unless of 

course the antler has 

snuck up on you and it 

was in full view when 

you first saw it).  The pic-

ture is taken from above 

and captures as much of 

the antlerõs attributes as 

possible without moving 

it.  Take this picture from 

multiple directions.  

Once you are home you 

will find them all very 

different depending on 

foliage, sun, or any other 

variable that directly affects a good picture. 
 

Low & Close 

     This is my favorite picture to take of shed antlers.  By 

getting as low as possible you will be able to capture 

more scenery and showcase the antler before you.  Take 

pictures from every direction possible and get as low as 

possible.  Try to balance your photo with portions of 
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     I can honestly say I am not a photographer.  I canõt 

tell you how to set apertures or focal length.  If I at-

tempted to customize my shutter speed the camera 

would more than likely never take another decent pic-

ture.  Fortunately with todayõs technology anybody 

(including myself) can pick up a digital camera for a 

reasonable price and take some really great pictures 

out of the box.  They may not take professional grade 

pictures but they can still be very appealing to the eye.  

Just point and shoot.  The hard part today in taking 

great pictures is knowing what to put into the lens be-

fore the capture event occurs.  There are many suc-

cessful strategies for taking pictures of shed antlers 

and this article will be aimed at helping you be suc-

cessful at creating images that will resonate with you 

for years to come. 

     Photography is hard enough with a willing subject.  

It becomes even more difficult when you have to FIND 

your subject to be photographed.  Shed antlers can be 

elusive critters but once found make excellent models.  

The As They Lay (ATL) pictures of shed antlers are the 

most popular type of pictures you will encounter on 

typical chat forums and I have given three of my favor-

ite ATL setups. 
 

Can You Spot It? 

     The ôcan you spot itõ shed picture.  This one is al-

ways fun and is intended to be more entertaining than 

a way to capture the actual overall antler attributes.  

This picture is captured from the vantage point of 

which you have spotted the shed from. This photo may 

only contain a tip of a tine or other small portion of ant-

ler hidden amongst a sea of sage or other various 

types of ground cover.  With this type of picture you are 
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