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DEER HUNT YIELDS

L OOKING ELK SHEDS

FAMILIAR

By RoB TANNER

It all started in 2002. We
had just harvested a 350 class
bull and were ecstatic! We had
spent two days watching this
bull and trying to pattern where
he might be opening morning.
Little did we know that we were
just getting introduced to some
big bulls, and many with the
same genetics. This 2002 bull
had really good tine length and
a devil ds poin

In 2003 we went back to the
same general area with two
tags and hopes of finding a
couple respectable bulls. We
filled one tag with a nice @oint
on the second day of our hunt. |
On the fourth day we experi- R— e
enced something we will never enough, luck was on our side
forget, and something that still and a nice bull fed out of the
excites us to this day. hicket. Wi t h

It was a stormy day. Raining and a COUp.Ie shots fr(.’m
: e < the .300 Win. Mag. this 6x7 bull
snowing, and blowing from

. . A |
every direction possible. We was on the ground. Awesome!

contemplated going back to we lh F d o tagg E d |
camp as conditions were not rea y ntce bl
.. get much better than this...right?
favorable, but we kept climbing.
Well, sort of.

Three hours into our hunt we
spotted a spike bull and de- ~ Itwas then that we saw
cided to sit down and watch for it...two really nice bulls (bigger
a little while, with hopes of his  than both of the bulls we had

big brother emerging from the harvested) emerge from the
adjacent pine thicket. Sure same thicket. We sat in awe,

TN glassing
FN 2002

‘SAbetoi n

Bul I

tags left
to fill.
One of
the bulls

t [

| 8s
side, as well as a kicker off his
right G4. He had good tine
length, a mainbeam in the high

had a devi

508s and we
a 350-ish class bull. The other
bull was equally impressive,
but much different in antler
frame. He was somewhat
shorter on the front ends, but
had nice G4s and was a really
tall 7x7, with antlers going
straight up in the air with little
curvature. Few words were
spoken as we watched these
monsters feed into the next
thicketras ifRnieygkhetv ous tags e
were filled. What a sight!

We have relived that mo-
ment many times since 2003.
And actually there are many
more bull stories prior to and
since 2003 from that same
area, but that one has stuck
with us. End of story, right?
Wrong! The rest of the story
materialized this year during
deer season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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DEER HUNT YIELDS FAMILIAR L OOKING
ELK SHEDS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It was the second day of rifle deer sea- Two days later (after packing out our it must be a match since it was laying 30
son and we were going after a buck that  bucks) we decided that we would hunt yards away from the other, and it is big, like
had put the slip on us opening morning. towards those sheds that we had spotted  the other shed. We tied the sheds on the
We had climbed about 1000 feet in eleva- several days before. The only way to get to packboard and started to head off the hill.
tion outside of camp and had stopped for  the sheds though, was to hike up the can- About 40 yards into our decent we just
one of our many 0br eyantohtbeback side af the nidge thatdhg bappen to see another shed laying in the
the mountain. We sat and glassed the sheds were on. We spent the next four tall grass just below o ath...then another
adjacent hillsides. Typically, the longer we hours hiking towards the sheds. When we ; SRR T >
sit and glass the further away we start got to the top of the ridge we searched
glassing. Well, it just so happens that we around for the next several minutes trying
started glassing about a mile away, across to locate the sheds. Things looked a little
the large canyon behind us and we spotted different from the top of the ridge. Finally
what looked to be an elk shed. It was very we spotted a white antler sticking out of
difficult to tell exactly how big the shed the grass about 75 yards down the hill.

was, as it was hidden in tall grass. We As we made our way down the mountain
were pretty sure tha_t this was a shed the shed appeared to get bigger and big-
though. More glassing around the same ger. As we approached the shed, took
area revealed what could be the matching- gome pictures, and picked it up, we all
looked at each other in disbelief. Thibad i e S A e
to be the shed off the bull we saw in 2003 down the hill another 20 yards. This is

as it has a kicker off the G4 and also a amazing, we cannot believe what we are
seeing! It turned out these two sheds were

matches to the other two sheds up the hill.
And it appears that the other set is from
the other bull we saw in 2003 (the 7x7).

shed about 30 yards downhill in a rock
slide, but still hard to tell how big the shed

was . Since wedre ac
the sheds appeared @ ; T g ;
not sure how big they are (probably not devil s point off t hE be
monsters like we dream about) we forgot  genetically related to the bull harvested in
about the sheds and continued on our 2002 (with the devil
buck hu_nt. We finished with photos and worked our .
~Well it turned out the buck that putthe  \ay down the slope toward the other shed. 1 1€S€ sheds were found approximately
slip on us the day be_fore decided to hang  Ag\we got to the other shed, took photos 2 miles from where we saw what are be-
?roundl.q Wehfound him about 100.yards" and picked it up, we realized that it is much l_:_i‘;eghtg dt;ez;gp?e?a?r::)eb%ugsyiayriagls dp(gglrl -
rom where he was opening morning, al ; ;
sprawled out under a 30 foot rimrock different looking than the other shed. But good shape). We have no idea if these
ledge, and he decided to bring a buddy. bullsf are still alive, but our dreams of har-
vesting one or both of these bulls may not
We put the sneak on these bucks and luck be as unlikely as we had previously
was with us again as we managed to har- thought. We will most likely have two elk
vest them both. Both nice 4 points. tags for this area in

20
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10 WAYysS TO OPTIMIZE THE QUALITY
OF YOUR SHED HUNT/NG PHOTOS BY TROY CAPPS

I f youdre |ike us here at OSH, you | ove capturi
and snhapping the photo however. With lots of trial and error here are some of the tips that we have learned
to get high quality photos. Photo quality encompasses a wide variety of features, and these are just a few to
help you capture that moment.

1. The most important feature to capturing a quality photo is the quality of equipment that you use. Most
digital cameras nowadays will give you quality photos if you know how to use the camera. As with huntin
optics, be sure to buy the best camera that you can afford.

2. Always shoot photos with your flash on. Even at high noon, when the day is bright it is essential to use
the flash to fill the dark shadows created by the miday sun. Light is the single most important compo-

nent to a quality photo.
3. Shoot your photos with your back to the sun. $
and make them lose their dimension.

When shooting outside photos make sure the camera is set to 100 speed. This will maximize light intake

Make sure the background is the appropriate color. In the case of photographing sheds, the color of the
shed should dictate what the background should look like. For sheds that are brown or dark in color try

to use a light colored background to maximize the clarity of the photo. If the shed is bleached or chalky,
use a dark background. Also make sure the background is not too busy, so as to distract the features of

the shed antler.

6. Hold the shed in such a way that you can see all points of
the shed. If the shed has a unique characteristic, be sure

that feature is readily noticeable in the photo.
7. Take more photos than you think you need. By trying a
bunch of different set ups and angles you will be able to

find that perfect shot.
8. Take photos of your shed before picking it up. Shed hunt-
ers refer to this as oO0as they | ayo6 photography.
9. Make sure the photo has some sort of oscal e, 6 \
that be a hunter or some natural feature.

10. Take photos with your camera set on the highest resolu-
tion. You can minimize the resolution later if needed.
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ADVERTISE WITH OSH

If you would like to advertise with Oregon Shed Hunters, feel free to contact us.
General costs are outlined below.

OSH Newsletter $35 per newsletter (four newsletters total) or $100 for the
year (business card size); or $50 per newsletter/$150 for the year ( 1/4 page
size).

OSH Web Page (www.oregonshedhunters.con$100 per link to your page or
$200 for advertisement on the OSH Home Page per year.
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